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Pentecost 24 – November 8, 2026		Sermon		Pr. Lyndon
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Recently I got my COVID and flu shot at a local pharmacy. The pharmacist helping me is from Brazil and immediately recognized the Portuguese on my backpack. Some of you may remember we offered blessing of the backpacks with tags that said, “You are loved!” in English and Portuguese. He seemed disappointed I didn’t know any Portuguese beyond this. Friendly guy and somehow, we started talking about hobbies. He plays rec hockey and as a Brazilian he felt a bit surprised at first when he discovered how chirping is part of hockey life. In case you don’t already know, chirping is another word for trash talking. And anyone who has spent time near the ice knows just how much chirping there can be. There is a reason that hockey parents are known for fighting each other in the stands. The sport culture exudes violence and taunting. Not to be outdone the pharmacist started watching Shoresy, a sitcom about rec hockey, which is situated in Sudbury, Ontario. Here is a quote from Shoresy, the show’s protagonist, “Keep it simple…do something good, kill some guys, work hard.” (Season 5, episode 1) The pharmacist took the show to heart and let rip some excellent chirps that turned some heads. This was especially so when the Baptist church men’s team showed up and a Brazilian guy on the ice was layering on the blue humour taunts. I only hope some of these players showed up to his pharmacy and were perplexed to be receiving medical advice from a man who made taunts about their mother at the Friday late night game. 
	In our readings today we encounter a different kind of chirping. There is Paul chirping about the impending parousia – the coming kingdom of God and Jesus’ return. He is warning the Thessalonians not to be like those losers who are without hope. Those no-good disciples who didn’t believe what Jesus said about his death and resurrection. Only the real ones who are tough enough understand Jesus’ promise. That Jesus will return and in an epic fury those who have already died will rise again, ahead of those of us now living. 
Paul is painting a vivid picture here. And who among us want to be counted among those who are without hope? “No, Paul is not talking to me. I’ve laced up my skates. Put me in coach, I’m ready to play in this cosmic end times smackdown!” However we have some perspective that the second coming did not take place in the literal way which Paul describes. But rather this warning to be ready, to trust and believe, is for us now today. Not to be caught sleeping, not to be caught without hope, not to give up on the world and future generations. The coach isn’t going to put us in if we think we’ve already lost. But this isn’t about pulling ourselves up by our own skates and laces either. Through the power of God, the Spirit is preparing us to go out and play. To give us the chirps to respond to the taunts of those who think we are wasting our time. Paul knows that following Jesus is not a waste of time. That getting ready is the purpose of the life of the Christian. And not just getting ready to be beamed up into heaven. But to be ready for a daily life of following Jesus. A daily life of working toward the liberation of our neighbours. To stand up for what is right, even when we might feel tempted to feel hopeless. 
	A story on the feeling of hope. Earlier this week I had the privilege to make a brief appearance on CBC Radio’s All Points West. The producer Rohit was filling in as guest that day. He texted me to see if I was prepared later that afternoon to talk about James Talarico, a seminarian, Texas state representative, and now Senator-elect of Texas. Someone who has been anointed by people like Bill Clinton as having the secret sauce in his giving speeches. And you hear it in his preaching and political speeches. To be honest, I did not know very much about James Talarico before being asked to give an interview on him. But I do know something about the progressive Christian movement in the US that he comes out of. And so I watched Talarico’s victory speech, read a backgrounder about his life in state politics, listened to part of a sermon, and felt I knew enough to speak intelligibly about this young leader, only 37, who is becoming the youngest Senator in the US. He entered the Texas state legislator at 28, so this is a path he’s been on for awhile now. He is promising to make everyday life better for working people, around education, healthcare, and protecting trans people. 
For many in the US and beyond including here in Canada, there is a sense of hope. The big meanie who threatens us constantly with tariffs has lost some of his thunder this past week and that is a good thing. We do not ascribe God’s will to partisan politics, but we do ascribe blessings and answer of prayer when people’s lives demonstrably get better, when trans kids aren’t picked on and scapegoated, when basic human decency is on offer, despite whatever other shortcomings there may be.
	We may wonder whether it is acceptable as Christians and Lutherans to lift up political leaders. The reality is that we already do it. It’s just that some leaders fit within the Canadian Lutheran decorum. We venerate Martin Luther for example who is one of the scrappiest haters in church history. And yet he also spanned the spectrum of unlocking a gospel of love. And centring the work of the Holy Spirit as what animates the Word of God in the post-resurrection time we find ourselves in. We were okay when Luther gave Rome the finger, but today we find ourselves more reserved when there are moments of liberation within the church. We need to reflect and interrogate our own consciences and aesthetics why we do not find some figures palatable today, but revere them only in retrospect. 
	For now, let us take the work of the Spirit that Luther championed, and pair that with this vivid image Paul gives us. Jesus resurrecting the dead. And inviting us along with that. Remembering this isn’t just about a longed for future. But rather it’s about today. It’s about all of us showing up for one another today. Caring for people who are sick. Caring for people who are dying. Caring for people who have had babies. Our theology is not measured what we say to is. Our theology is measured by what we do. So let’s do grace. Let’s lean into this vivid awakening Paul describes. 
	Jesus introduces a whole other vivid image with the bridesmaids. Without time to unpack ancient wedding motifs, it’s another story of being ready. To bring enough oil to light our lamps. To load our charging bricks before the big storm so our phones and devices still work to get help. 
Again with all this language around end times, we do not capitulate to the kinds of Christian right readings of scripture that postpone everything until we get to heaven. Jesus is down here with us now, enliven by the power of the Holy Spirit. We have holy work to do caring for one another and engaging in politics in ways that love neighbour.
	What are your stories? What is Brazilian hockey playing pharmacist story you have about chirping, about teamwork, about meeting the moment? What are ways Jesus is empowering you to care for neighbours. Not to prepare for heaven tomorrow, but to check in with neighbours today? That too is the work of gospel. That too is our calling as followers of Jesus. And after the game we can all shake hands and meet for beers at Boston Pizza. Amen.

