Pentecost 7 2026			Sermon

Romans 7:15-25a
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

We do the thing we do not want, Paul says in the reading from Romans. Paul’s words speak into our current reality in Canada of the rise of Christian nationalism. Most Christians would say they want to love their neighbour as Jesus commands. Few Christians deny wanting to live out this command. Yet Paul’s description of sin describes this reversal, where we do not do the thing we want. Instead of loving our neighbour, we turn toward loving ourselves and loving what is same. Christian nationalism in particular is a sin of sameness. It tells a story cloaked in something good, to convince us to believe something that brings harm to many people. For example, the idea that Canada somehow belongs to white Europeans and that a culture of white Christianity ought to shape who governs the country. Yet we know that story is not fully true. We know stories from Indigenous people who were here first. We also know there are a rich diversity of people in Canada helping shape the story of who we are. This peddling of an original myth of who is really Canadian is dangerous. Paul reminds us that this kind of storytelling that subverts the gospel, is leading us astray. Anytime we hear arguments that say, “Jesus says we should love everybody as our neighbour. But he doesn’t really mean that. He really wants us to look after “our own people” first. Once we start hearing this conditional language, it’s a red flag. It takes the gospel, doing the thing we want, and subverting it into doing the thing we don’t want as children of God.  
When we encounter difficulty and challenge we grasp at easy answers. Everyday people are struggling to pay their rent and mortgages, afford groceries, raise kids, etc. I get the pressure. I just had to renew my mortgage and interest rates have gone up. That is not fun when you’re working out a family budget with rising costs. 
But we need to be careful at who we blame for the economic situation we’re in. If we hear voices telling us to blame immigrants and refugees. To blame trans girls playing sports. To blame Indigenous people struggling with the legacy of residential schools. Rather than looking at the root causes of economic injustice, then we are falling prey to something Paul already described about human sin two millennia ago. Jesus told us to love one another because injustice doesn’t come from people being different from us. Injustice comes from powerful people and institutions who exploit people who have less power. When we go to renew our rent or mortgage we are not an equal partner at the table. Generally we don’t get to make a counter offer. Typically one party has the upper hand which the less powerful party is dependent upon to continue to live. 
We all feel the mounting tensions right now economically, politically, and socially. It helps explain how the inward divisions we experience within ourselves are spilling over in strange ways. Paul talks about an inward division, that we are confused and divided within our own hearts and minds. And we see that all around us with every manner of conspiracy theory that has arisen. And at the heart of most conspiracy theories is a blaming of the other – blaming someone who is different for life not going the way we think it should. Consider the Great Replacement Theory which is taking hold in parts of our communities. The idea that immigration is designed by elites for non-white and non-Christian people to “take control” of a country that ought to be ruled predominantly by white Christians, or so the theory claims. Thankfully Paul offers a way out of this inner turmoil and division within ourselves. It is Jesus alone who rescued us through this world of death we are creating. Driven by self-pity, jealousy, ambition, disappointment, rage, the list of inner division goes on. Only the love of Christ calms these self-destructive urges. The love of Christ rights this topsy turvy world. Going from doing the thing we hate, to doing the thing that liberates. Doing the thing that brings love. Not through our own efforts and works, but through Christ alone. Back to Reformation principles, through Christ alone, that Jesus liberates us from the false idols of power, white supremacy, and dominating our neighbours through violence.
Let us turn to our gospel reading. In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus offers another way to live. Another way to structure society, churches, and families that isn’t rooted in the societal ills of Christian nationalism. Like Paul he also diagnoses a problem. Here it is the example of a bunch of kids who have become bitter and cannot get along. A child who plays the flute and no one will dance. Another wails and no one will mourn. Nothing is good enough for these kids. They’re all miserable. In place of community and mutual support, there is division among this group of kids. Much like Paul’s sense of doing the thing we do not want, instead of the thing that brings comfort, joy, and love. 
Jesus’ diagnosis is for us as disciples to let him take our burdens, for Jesus to take away the divisions within ourselves. To let go of our sin of hate, mistrust, the bitterness, the meanness. And instead to accept the gift of rest, comfort, and divine love. Jesus says, “For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” Jesus knows life isn’t always easy. He is not dismissive of human suffering. He knows how many of us are hurting because of the death of loved ones, sickness and health issues, financial stress, natural disasters, climate change, war, and unrest. Jesus knows all that. Jesus also knows how divided we are within ourselves. He knows our tendency to beat ourselves up, to blame people on the margins for problems they did not create, to reach for easy answers in the face of bigger issues. 
“For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light,” also describes the friends God gives us along the way. Celebrating full communion between Anglicans and Lutherans in Canada is one way God lightens our burden. In the midst of division, we find common ground and love of neighbour. We celebrate at one another’s tables. I remember completing my Master’s of Divinity, the degree needed to become an ordained pastor, at Montreal Diocesan Theological College, an Anglican seminary in downtown Montreal. I did the whole degree with Anglicans and did a Lutheran year in Saskatoon following the MDiv. I have fond memories of morning prayer with the BAS, Friday morning communion, and more. It is great to explore the richness of our shared traditions. Take for example the longstanding relationships between St. Luke’s and Church of the Cross. It is great to have these kinds of exchanges for worship, between our vestry and church council, the history of a shared Day Camp, and more. These friendships are ways we break down the divisions of a society for which public institutions play less of a role. The more we work together, the stronger we are. The greater the gospel is proclaimed to people looking for a place to land, to let down their burden. Amen. 

